TEXT OF MR. NED WASHBURN’S SPEECH AT THE 2010 COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
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Good evening.  On the first day of school when the members of the graduating class of 2010 were only tenth graders, I told them that I could clap my hands and make the whole school year pass by in an instant. So, on the last day of school I clapped my hands and proclaimed “presto!”  That was three years ago, and since then time has elapsed so swiftly that I suppose I should have said that I could snap my fingers, [snap], and it would be graduation day.  Graduates, by now it should be clear to you how quickly time flies, so I urge you to cherish your next four years in college.  They will play a major role in determining the course and quality of your lives, and they will speed by in a snap.
Only 6.7 per cent of the world’s population attends college.  That makes you graduates, as a simple fact, one of the most elite groups on the planet.  Through some miracle of birth and the loving care of your families, you have achieved a position in life that 94% of the world’s population can only envy.  Graduates, there’s an invisible queue of education-seekers standing behind you, stretching for miles, consisting of people from all walks of life who would love to be sitting in your shoes tonight.  And who could blame them? You’ve hit the karmic jackpot.   While roughly a quarter of the world’s population remains illiterate, you’re going off to do nothing all day for the next four years but cultivate your bodies, minds, and characters.  We rejoice at your good fortune, and we’re delighted to be here to celebrate the milestone of your graduation.
A college education constitutes a sort of paradise of privilege. The fortunate lives you’ll lead in college will even surpass those of the most privileged members of the European aristocracy.  You will spend your college careers in a way superior to the manner in which Dukes, Duchesses, and Kings spend their days.  Class of 2010, your college educations will make you the real royalty of the world.  

Queen Elizabeth of England travels with a crew of courtiers who bend their knees and cater to her every command, but as college students more magnificent servants await you -- Ph.D.s one and all, Nobel Prize winners, geniuses and savants whose only goal will be to dazzle you with the infinite complexity and mystery of the universe.  So graduates, you are the real royalty of the world.
Queen Elizabeth possesses priceless gems plundered from around the globe, but as college students you will acquire still finer jewels, the pearl of a perfect poem, the emerald of an elegant mathematical proof, and the clear cut diamond of a new and wholly original insight. 

Buckingham Palace boasts a drawbridge and a moat, but the amenities of your colleges will outstrip those of any castle. You’ll enjoy Olympic size swimming pools, a vast lending library, a theatre, a music hall, a technology center, a dining hall, and a campus with immaculately groomed gardens. So graduates, you are the real royalty of the world.
But with royalty comes responsibility. The privilege of college brings with it not only enticing opportunities, but also weighty responsibilities.  The cost of college alone is staggering, and the sacrifices that you and your families will make to pay for that privilege makes your time spent there all the more precious.  The chance to experience a college education is a very rare one, and I therefore exhort you to spend your time in college wisely. 
Judging from recent news reports, some students seem to view college as a country club meant for hosting parties.  Graduates, colleges are not country clubs. They’re institutions designed to foster the growth and health of your bodies, minds and spirits, and you must honor all three.

Honor your bodies, and shun the temptations of corn syrup, junk food, nicotine and alcohol, cultivating instead your youthful health, vigor, and athleticism. 

Honor your minds, and shun the mentalities of bigotry, intolerance, and dogmatism, embracing instead the pure freedom of an open mind exploring the world of analysis, skepticism, critique, and curiosity.

And finally, honor your spirits, and shun the life of materialism, decadence, greed and the golden calf.  Celebrate instead the language of the sacred, because it’s that language, the language of poetry and of the heart that provides the only vocabulary through which we can hope to express how dearly blessed we’ve been to have had you as members of our Good Hope family.  Graduates, you are the totality of your bodies, minds, and spirits, and you must honor all three, so that as college students you remain healthy, clear-headed, and starry-eyed. 
In conclusion, at The Good Hope School we don’t make products, we make people, and we measure our success both the by quality of their lives spent here at school, and by the happiness and success they enjoy after they graduate.  Class of 2010, you embody everything to which this school aspires. You are the realization of The Good Hope School, and everyone in this room is committed to you.  All that we ask now that you’re moving on to college and we can no longer look after you every day, is that you make a commitment to yourselves to stay safe, stay focused, and stay inspired.  So to the real royalty of the world, to Baron Biko, Count Christian, and Queen Kali, to Duchess Danielle and Empress Ashley, to the entire royal house of 2010, best wishes, good luck, and do keep in touch.  Thank you.
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