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Good Hope’s Jane Coles Wins Presidential Science Teacher Award
Mary Jane Coles, chair of The Good Hope School science department and teacher of biology, environmental science, marine science, and botany to Upper School students has been selected by President Barack H. Obama as a National Finalist for the prestigious Presidential Award for Excellence in Science Teaching.  

The Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching is awarded annually to the best pre-college-level science and mathematics teachers from across the country. The winners are selected by a panel of distinguished scientists, mathematicians, and educators following an initial selection process done at the state level.  Each year the award alternates between mathematics and science teachers teaching Kindergarten through 6th grade, and those teaching 7th through 12th grades.  This year it goes to teachers teaching 7th through 12th grades.

For the past 9 years of her 17-year teaching career, Ms. Coles has been at The Good Hope School where her enthusiasm and love for science culminates each year with the coordination of Good Hope’s Intel-affiliated science fair. She actively engages all her Upper School students to participate, guides them through their independent study projects; coordinates teachers and independent judges for the three-day event, and makes it a showcase of scholarship and inquiry. Those students whose work is judged the most innovative and scholarly are accompanied by Ms. Coles to the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair, where they compete with young scientists from all over the world.

Working with teachers and students from all grades, Jane is also involved in a variety of projects that support her love of science and teaching including the 4-H Club she started this past year at GHS that focuses on animal husbandry and gardening.

Says Ms. Coles on winning the Presidential Award for Excellence in Science Teaching: “The Presidential Award gives new stature to dancing like a jellyfish and rapping about diabetes in front of teenagers. It recognizes long nights of writing comments on Science Fair reports, engaging students to watch compost rot, and holding all my classes to high standards. The application process for this award has given me time to reflect on my love of science and teaching. It is my goal for my students and me to do our individual best work each day. This award is a culmination of my "best work. I’m so honored to win this award, plus I can’t wait to meet the PRESIDENT!”

Winners of this Presidential honor receive a $10,000 award from the National Science Foundation to be used at their discretion. They also receive an expenses-paid trip to Washington, D.C. for an awards ceremony and several days of educational and celebratory events, including visits with members of Congress and science agency leaders.

Last spring at the National Academy of Sciences, President Obama called on all Americans to join the effort to elevate science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) education as a national priority. The President’s public-private “Educate to Innovate” initiative, which was launched last fall, has attracted more than $500 million in donations and in-kind support from corporations, philanthropies, service organizations, and others to help inspire students to pursue studies and careers in math and science.  Last month, Cabinet officials and others in the Federal government answered the President’s call to action by volunteering in local classrooms as part of National Lab Day, a nationwide initiative to build local communities of support for teachers and students studying mathematics and science. 

“Science and technology have long been at the core of America’s strength and competitiveness, and the scientists and engineers who have led America on its remarkable path to success share something very precious: science and math teachers who brought these critical subjects to life,” said President Obama. “Today we honor some of the best of these teachers and thank them for their dedication. They are inspirations not just to their students, but to the Nation and the world.”
The Good Hope School is a college preparatory Pre-K through Grade Twelve independent school with a commitment to excellence and the success of each student in the arts, academics and athletics.     

