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Good afternoon. It is an honor to be here, which is the case every day here at Good Hope, but I am especially honored to be here today with these particular students who have distinguished themselves through their abilities, efforts, and character.   

To the members of NHS, thank you for inviting me, and to the new inductees, congratulations, and congratulations to your parents who have encouraged you, cared for you, cajoled you sometimes, and who have created the conditions necessary for your success.

Yes, these students were given this opportunity to be successful, and yes, they have been encouraged along the way, but these scholars being honored today receive the majority of the credit for what they have accomplished. 

They have had the intelligence, perseverance, patience, and the pluck to hang in there and make it happen. They have proven up to now that they have, and are willing to give, what it takes to reach beyond what is average, and to do more than what is simply required. 

What is required? There are four criteria for admittance to the National Honor Society. The one I will focus on today is scholarship.
It is significant that, in the official information of the National Honor Society, scholarship is the first criterion listed of the four which “form the foundation upon which the organization and its activities are built” (NHS website).
The first requirement to enter this select society is grade point average.  

Bottom line. Without that, you are not even considered. Period. 

Scholarship might be described as an enthusiasm to gain knowledge, a desire to learn, or a search for enlightenment—No matter what terms you use to describe it, scholarship is both the highest and the most basic calling for a school and for a student. 

But then again, that’s clearly not enough. 

The other esteemed criteria that form the foundation on which NHS is built are service, leadership, and character. Each of these is essential in its own right, but they also serve and are served by the first and foremost, which is scholarship.

So you, students, have achieved a distinguished position among your peers and you are now, or soon to be, a member of a revered society. So allow yourself to sit back and appreciate the moment. Then take a deep breath and consider what this honor means.
The motto of NHS is: Noblesse Oblige. Literally that means “whoever claims to be noble must conduct himself or herself nobly” (Wikipedia). It means that you must act in accordance with your achievements and reputation. You have a noble obligation to continue your studies and to live by the ideals of the National Honor Society. 

Again, congratulations on reaching this milestone and receiving this honor. But do not forget that you have the right and the responsibility to act in accordance. And that is what we expect you to do.

When considering scholarship, forgive me if I favor the subject I teach, but language is the most basic element of scholarship and knowledge, and it must follow that reading is pretty darn important also. 

You must continue to serve, to lead, and to develop your character. And you must become a lifelong learner and scholar. Toward this, reading is essential and literature is highly recommended. On that note, I will close with a Wallace Stevens poem in which he considers the idea of how we might come together through thought and imagination--the life of the mind--and how we might even overcome indifference toward one another to care for and comfort our fellow human beings.

Final Soliloquy of the Interior Paramour 
by Wallace Stevens

Light the first light of evening

In which we rest and, for small reason, think

The world imagined is the ultimate good. 

This is, therefore, the intensest rendezvous.

It is in that thought that we collect ourselves,

Out of all the indifferences, into one thing: 

Within a single thing, a single shawl

Wrapped tightly round us, since we are poor, a warmth,

A light, a power, the miraculous influence. 

Here, now, we forget each other and ourselves.

We feel the obscurity of an order, a whole,

A knowledge, that which arranged the rendezvous. 

Within its vital boundary, in the mind.

We say God and the imagination are one...

How high that highest candle lights the dark. 

Out of this same light, out of the central mind,

We make a dwelling in the evening air,

In which being there together is enough.

************************************************************************************

And for me, being here with you has been enough. Thank you.
